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1 Yakovlev Yak-11 
Die Yakovlev Yak-11 ist ein zweisitziges Flugzeug, das speziell für die Fortgeschrittenen-Schulung von 
Jagdflugzeug-Piloten konstruiert und eingesetzt wurde. Es flog sowohl in allen Mitgliedstaaten des 
Warschauer Paktes als auch im Nahen Osten (Ägypten, Jemen), China und Österreich. 

In der ČSSR wurde der Typ in größerer Anzahl als C.11 in Lizenz gebaut. Beim Entwurf der Yak-11, 
der 1944 zu Papier gebracht wurde, orientierte sich der Konstrukteur Alexander Yakovlev an der Yak-
9, dem letzten Glied in der Kette von Yak-Jagdflugzeugen im Zweiten Weltkrieg. 

Anders als beim Ausgangsmuster wurde jedoch statt der bisher verwendeten V-Motoren ein Sternmo-
tor ASch-21 eingebaut. Wie bei vielen sowjetischen Flugzeugkonstruktionen jener Zeit legte man auch 
hier Wert auf einfache Produktion und Wartung; es gab verschiedene abnehmbare Verkleidungen und 
Klappen, die den Zugang zum Triebwerk erleichterten. Der zweiblättrige Verstell-Propeller war anfangs 
sichelförmig gebogen, wurde später aber durch die geraden 3-m-Propeller vom Typ WISch-111-W20 
oder WISch-11-D-15 ersetzt. Der Erstflug des Prototyps (Yak-3 UTI) fand am 10. 11.1945 statt. Die 
Serienfertigung lief 1946/47 an und endete nach 3859 gebauten Exemplaren (ohne besagte Lizenz-
bauten). 

Im Flugzeugwerk Kunovice in der Tschechei wurden weitere 707 Yak- 11 in Lizenz gebaut (Zeitraum 
1952-56). Bezeichnet wurden sie als Let C-11 (wobei teilweise Stringer und Spanten aus Holz durch 
Metall ersetzt wurden). 

Im normalen Flugbetrieb wurde die Yak-11 zur Weiterbildung von Piloten genutzt, die schon einige 
Flugerfahrung auf dem Anfänger-Schulflugzeug Yak-18 gesammelt hatten. 
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Die Yak-11 wurde bis zum Ende der fünfziger Jahre zur aktiven Schulung eingesetzt und bis in die 
1960er Jahre hinein für Nebenaufgaben verwendet. So flog sie beispielsweise bis Ende 1962 in den 
Luftstreitkräften der NVA der DDR als Zieldarstellungsflugzeug für die Bodenabwehr. 

Die Yak-11 ist in Gemischtbauweise konstruiert. Der Rumpf besteht aus einem geschweissten Stahl-
rohrgerüst, welches mit Sperrholz verkleidet ist. Die Rumpfunterseite erhielt eine Stoffbespannung. 
Der Bug ist im Bereich der Motoraufhängung aus Metall. Der Tragflügel in Tiefdecker-Auslegung ist 
zwei-holmig ausgeführt, zwischen denen sich die Kraftstoffbehälter befinden. Das Tragwerk ist eine 
Metallkonstruktion. Der Fahrwerkschacht ist zusätzlich mit einem Hilfsholm aus Dural ausgestattet. 

Das Leitwerk ist freitragend und in Normalbauweise hergestellt, die Ruder stoffbespannt. 

Das Flugzeug hat ein einziehbares Hauptfahrwerk, das Heckrad lässt sich nicht einziehen. 
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2 Geschichte der D-FMAX / Serien-Nr. 171101 
Wie erwähnt, wurden die Yakovlev Yak-11 Flugzeuge auch in Lizenz gebaut, so auch die Seriennummer 
171101. Das Flugzeug wurde 1953 an die Luftwaffe der Tschechoslowakei ausgeliefert und versah mit 
der taktischen Kennung 1701 ihren Dienst. 

Im Jahre 1959 wurde der Trainer an die ägyptische Luftwaffe übergeben. Dort flog sie mit der takti-
schen Kennung 590 bis in das Jahr 1964. 

1964 floh ein Offizier der ägyptischen Luftwaffe mitsamt der Seriennummer 171101 nach Israel und 
übergab dort das Flugzeug den Streitkräften. 

Bei der IDFAF (Israeli Air Force) blieb der Trainer bis 1976 eingelagert. 

Der britische Flugzeugenthusiast und Sammler Robs Lampslough entdeckte dort das Flugzeug, konnte 
es erwerben (im Tausch gegen einen Helikopter und einen Bomber) und 1978 nach Großbritannien 
verbringen. 

Der zweite Erstflug in Duxford fand am 29.04.1981 statt. Auf der neuen Homebase in North Weald 
wurde die Yak-11 mit der britischen Registrierung G-KYAK bis 1992 geflogen. 

Nach diversen Stationen in Frankreich, unter anderem mit der Registrierung F-AZHQ und F-AZQI kam 
die Yak-11 wieder zurück nach North Weald, nun unter Eigentümerschaft von MaxAlpha Aviation, 
wieder mit der alten britischen Kennung G-KYAK. 

Seit 2008 befindet sich das Flugzeug unter Obhut der MeierMotors GmbH auf dem ehemaligen NATO-
Flugplatz Bremgarten (EDTG). 

2009 / 2010 wurde das Flugzeug aufbereitet. Die ursprüngliche Lackierung wurde entfernt, um ge-
gebenenfalls schadhafte Stellen zu entdecken und diese instand zu setzen. Das Flugzeug hinterliess 
im unlackierten Zustand eine so beeindruckende Wirkung, dass auf eine Neulackierung gänzlich ver-
zichtet wurde. 

Nach der Überholung durch die MeierMotors GmbH erhielt die Yakovlev Yak-11 (C.11) die Deutsche 
Zulassung D-FMAX. 

Es folgte der Verkauf der D-FMAX an den Hangar10a in Usedom, die D-FMAX stand aber weiterhin in 
Bremgarten (EDTG) und stand weiterhin unter der Obhut der der MeierMotors GmbH. 

Im Februar 2021 erwarb die ea dreams AG die D-FMAX. Seither wird sie gründlich von der Meier-
Motors GmbH aufbereitet und wieder original-ägyptisch lackiert. 
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3 Historisches Highlight: Die Flucht von Ägypten nach Israel 

 

Quelle: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Yak_11_Egyptian_1964.jpg  

 

               

Quelle: https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org/?a=d&d=IJN19640131-01.2.105&e=-------en-
20--1--img-txIN%7ctxCO%7ctxTA--------0------ 
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http://pdfs.jta.org/1966/1966-05-11_090.pdf?_ga=2.14092535.1720134536.1716805347-
1740033101.1716805347  

 

 

Videos: 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=If1YYo1XQGc  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I4dTBuECap0  

https://jfc.org.il/en/news_journal/59102-2/99814-2/  
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Defection to Israel! 

Published on April 13, 2015 

By Thomas Van Hare 

 

On Sunday, January 19, 1964, an Egyptian flight instructor based at Bilbeis AB in the Nile Delta, 
walked calmly to his Czech-built Yak-11 training plane.  He did his preflight inspection, checked the 
fuel and tried his best to not appear nervous.  He flew quite regularly and the flight would have been 
a typical morning circuit, however, he had another plan, one he had decided upon a few weeks earlier 
— he hoped to defect. 

The pilot, an Egyptian named Captain Mahmoud Hilmi Abbas Hilmi, was just 26 years old.  He was a 
heavy-built man, described later in news reports as a “husky, swarthy bachelor”.  He also loved gam-
bling and had a habit of free-spending with his friends. 

Capt. Abbas had risen rapidly through the ranks of the Egyptian Air Force and was an expert fighter 
pilot.  A short while before, he had been deployed with a combat squadron to Yemen where he had 
flown missions in the hard-fought North Yemen Civil War.  Upon his return to Egypt, he had been 
reassigned as a flight instructor at Bilbeis AB.  With the Israel border so close, he decided to take his 
chances in a dash across the border. 

 

A Cold War Context 

A decade earlier in 1954, Egyptian president Gamal Abdel Nasser had assumed power in Egypt.  It did 
not take long for him to turn his country away from the British who had long been the overlords and 
masters of Egypt.  As a counterbalance, Nasser had accepted the Soviet Union’s outstretched hand, 
what was at the time a stunning development in the Cold War spread of Soviet influence into North 
Africa and the Middle East. 

Almost a decade earlier Egypt had taken delivery of new MiG-17F jet fighters from the Soviets.  In 
fact, even as early as the 1956 Suez Crisis, the EAF had already gone “all Soviet”.  It was equipped 
with MiG-15 and MiG-17F fighter planes, Il-28 bombers, and Mi-1 helicopters, as well as Yak-11s and 
Zlin 226s for training. 

Capt. Abbas, a MiG pilot, had been reassigned to the mission of providing basic flight training to a new 
generation of Egyptian pilots.  As a military officer and pilot, Capt. Abbas was seen as one of the 
highest, most elite members of Egyptian society at the time.  Like the other pilots in the new Egyptian 
Air Force, he enjoyed respect and privilege that few others could claim. 

It is assumed, though few know for sure his real reasons, that Capt. Abbas rejected the pro-Soviet 
leanings of Nasser’s new Egypt.  Perhaps he also objected to Nasser’s iron hand approach to managing 
domestic politics from Cairo. 
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The Flight to Israel 

For the defection, Capt. Abbas would fly a Czech-built Yak-11 trainer.  The Yak, like many of its type, 
had been sent to the United Arab Republic of Egypt on the order of the Soviet Union, reflecting Mos-
cow’s increasing political and military profile and influence.  The Yak-11 wasn’t fast — in fact, its top 
speed in level flight was around 400 kts with a normal cruise speed of around 260 kts. 

Capt. Abbas knew too that his flight would be tracked by Egyptian radar.  He knew also that there 
would be a slight delay in ordering a pursuit once the Egyptian Air Force realized he was defecting.  If 
the delay was long enough, he reasoned that he could make it.  The Israeli border was close by and 
it would be possible to make it before any pursuing planes caught up with him.  Nonetheless, it was a 
real risk.  He knew too that the Egyptian Air Force would order jet fighters into the air after him and 
if they caught him, he would stand little chance of surviving. 

Once he took off, he made his fateful turn eastward and sped toward the Israeli border.  Flying low 
and as fast as he could, he took a direct heading for Basr Airbase, an IAF base in the Negev desert 
that was just across the border within Israel (previously known as RAF Qastina and later renamed by 
the IAF as Hatzor AB).  What he didn’t know was that the Egyptian Air Force had indeed set out in 
pursuit — but not from one of its bases closer to Cairo or along the Nile River.  Instead, a pair of 
Soviet-built MiG-17s  were ordered into the air from El Arish Air Base, directly adjacent to the Israeli 
border on the northeast tip of the Sinai.  Starting from there, it would be no problem catching him 
before he crossed the border. 

Once aloft, the two MiG-17s accelerated rapidly to cut Capt. Abbas off before he reached the border.  
The two jet fighters had a much greater top speed than the lowly propeller-driven Yak trainer could 
ever hope to muster.  Coming from the north on a heading that took them down the west side of the 
Egypt-Israel border, it wasn’t long before they spotted him. 

Initially, Capt. Abbas thought that they intended to shoot him down, but from their actions, he soon 
realized that they thought he was a cadet pilot on a practice flight who had perhaps inadvertently 
gotten lost.  As they tried to signal him, he used the time to press onward toward the Israeli border, 
ignoring the two MiG-17s. 

Capt. Abbas also reasoned that once he reached the border, they would undoubtedly shoot him down 
to prevent the international embarrassment that would transpire if the Israelis captured an Egyptian 
military flight student.  Egypt’s air force would be the laughing stock as one of its pilots had gotten 
lost and landed in Israel.  This was a quandary he had not considered.  There was no chance of shaking 
off the MiGs nor outrunning them as they flew wide circles around him.  He trundled eastward steadily 
toward the border, waiting for what he felt would be inevitable — that at some point they would curve 
in and shoot him out of the skies. 

Incredibly, it was the Israeli Air Force that came to his rescue. 
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The IAF Response 

On the Israeli side of the border, the launch of the two Egyptian MiG-17s from El Arish Air Base raised 
alarms in the IAF’s air defense headquarters.  Given the small size of Israel and its close proximity to 
Egypt, the IAF was always on a hair-trigger alert.  Egyptian fighter jets based at El Arish — if they 
slipped through — could be over Tel Aviv in a matter of minutes. 

With the Egyptian MiGs tracked on radar, a pair of Israel Mirage IIICJs were scrambled to intercept.  
As the Egyptians flew toward the border trying to signal Capt. Abbas’s plane, suddenly they spotted 
the two IAF fighters closing in from the east.  To avoid an engagement that they might lose, the 
Egyptian MiGs broke off and turned westward, leaving the Yak-11 to proceed unhindered toward the 
border.  Probably, they hoped that the man who they assumed was an Egyptian flight cadet would 
see the IAF fighters and turn away as well.  Watching the Egyptian MiGs turn away, the IAF too chose 
to avoid a confrontation.  The two Mirage IIICJs took up patrol along the border in a show of force. 

This incredibly timely stand-off opened the door for Capt. Abbas to complete his defection.  Miracu-
lously unscathed, his lone Yak-11 was watched as it raced across the border and headed for Basr 
Airbase.  The IAF pilots recognized that the plane carried no bombs and that the type wasn’t fitted 
with guns.  They chose to monitor his approach rather than shoot him down.  His landing was perfect 
and he taxied off the runway, relieved to have survived.  Once clear, he shut down the engine.  Almost 
instantly, his plane was surrounded by Israeli soldiers. 

 

After Landing 

Sitting in the Yak trainer, Capt. Abbas looked around at the assembled group of armed Israeli soldiers 
surrounding his plane.  Slowly and calmly, he climbed out of the cockpit, making sure to make no fast 
moves.  He greeted the Israelis with the words, “I want to give myself up.”  Other sources state that 
he added, “I came here of my own accord, I want political asylum.” 

The Israelis quickly accepted that he was defecting from Egypt and, in a huge windfall, they soon also 
found that he was fully willing to discuss his experiences in the Egyptian Air Force.  The base com-
mander at Basr AB, then Col. Moshe Peled, handled Capt. Abbas with great care and turned Capt. 
Abbas over to the Mossad for intelligence debriefings.  Willingly, Capt. Abbas traded his information 
and knowledge for a chance at asylum — and in so doing, he helped map out the Egyptian Air Force’s 
organizational chart and he provided details of the personalities of the leaders he knew as well as their 
daily routines, schedules, and more. 

The information he provided turned out to be a major boon to the Mossad, whose understanding of 
Egypt’s role in Yemen grew extensively.  Based on Capt. Abbas’s debriefings, the Mossad concluded 
that Egypt was over-committed in Yemen, a fact that left it vulnerable to air attack.  This critically 
important piece of information played directly into the planning for the Six Day War that took place 
just five years later in 1967 (after the Six Day War, Nasser would conclude the same thing and with-
drew much of his deployed air forces back to Egypt). 
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Capt. Abbas’ defection did not go unnoticed, nor did the Israelis make efforts to hide the fact that the 
Egyptian pilot had willingly defected.  Multiple press conferences were held over the following few 
months.  In front of the microphones, Capt. Abbas proclaimed that he had wanted to defect for political 
reasons and hoped to find asylum, if not in Israel, then in another neutral, non-Arab country.  When 
asked why didn’t defect to an Arab country, he simply stated, “I had two possibilities, an Arab country 
or Israel. The Arab countries are unstable, therefore I chose Israel.” 

He was also asked about the specific political reasons that drove him to defect, but initially, he refused 
to elaborate.  Two months later, he finally was willing to discuss the topic — and he stated that he 
defected because of objections to Egypt’s participation in the war in Yemen.  He went on to disclose 
Egypt’s use of chemical weapons (poison gas) against the Yemeni royalist partisans of the Mutawak-
kilite Kingdom, putting Egypt squarely in the cross-hairs of charges of war crimes. 

An objection to war does not typically lead to defection, however, leaving us to wonder what additional 
factors played in his decision.  It is possible that his decision was shaped in part too by his relationship 
with the Egyptian monarchy as part of the extended family of the previous Prince-Regent of Egypt, 
Abdel Moneim Abbas Hilmi, who ruled from 1952 to 1953 just prior to Nasser’s accession to power. 

Finally, when asked about his miraculous escape from the pursuing Egyptian MiGs, who had not shot 
him down at the border, Capt. Abbas quipped, “They thought I was a cadet who lost his way.” 

 

Egyptian Reaction 

Capt. Abbas’s flight was the first time any Arab pilot had defected to Israel, a country that was widely 
hated in the Arab world.  The very thought that a pilot, one of the elites of Egyptian society, could 
defect to a “better place” in the enemy country of Israel, was anathema to the Arabs. 

Forgiveness was not in the cards — nor was honesty.  In Cairo, a government radio station broadcast 
a report that a training plane had gone missing and those search and rescue efforts had not yet been 
successful.  No mention was made of the chase, defection, and press conferences that followed in 
Israel. 

 

The High Cost of Defection 

Sadly, Capt. Abbas was unable to adapt to life in Israel.  After some time, he asked the Israeli gov-
ernment to assist him in securing political asylum in Argentina along with a new identity.  The Mossad, 
experts in the field, quickly established a new identity for him.  They gave him briefings on personal 
security as well as a sizable sum of money to ensure that he would be okay once he arrived.  The only 
concern was that he might be found by the Egyptians since, once outside of Israel, he was also beyond 
their protection.  Nonetheless, Capt. Abbas traveled to Buenos Aires on June 20, 1964, to begin his 
new life. 
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Right from the start, however, he broke his cover and mailed his mother a postcard to let her know 
that he was alright and in Argentina.  No doubt, the postcard was intercepted and first read by Egyptian 
authorities.  As a result, he did not enjoy his freedom long. 

On June 30, 1964, just ten days after his arrival in Argentina, a news item appeared in the Egyptian 
press (Al-Ahram) claiming that Capt. Abbas had voluntarily walked into the Embassy of Egypt in Bue-
nos Aires and declared his desire to return to Cairo.  The story was obviously falsified, however, and 
few believed it.  Everyone knew the fate that awaited him back in Egypt — death, perhaps after 
torture. 

Afterward, investigations by the Mossad revealed how the Egyptians had ensnared Capt. Abbas.  While 
out at night enjoying the city’s famed nightlife, Capt. Abbas had met an Egyptian woman at a night-
club.  He was seduced to come back to her apartment on the promise of a good time.  However, she 
turned out to be an Egyptian agent.  Instead of enjoying a night with her, on his arrival at her “apart-
ment”, he was kidnapped, tied up, and dragged to the Egyptian embassy.  Subsequently, he was 
taken to Egypt against his will and smuggled out on board an Egyptian cargo ship that happened to 
be at the port.  Once back in Egypt, he faced certain death after a short trial in which he was convicted 
of treason. 

As for the Yak-11, the Israeli Air Force had it on display for a time, though it was never flown.  Unlike 
later jet fighter aircraft that would defect to Israel, a common Czech training plane was of little interest 
to the IAF.  Approximately a decade later, the plane was traded to the British Government for a 
serviceable North American Harvard training plane, the type that the IAF used for its pilot training 
before graduating the pilots to high-performance planes and jets. 

The ultimate disposition of the Yak that carried Capt. Abbas to Israel is unknown. 

Israeli test pilot Col. Danny Shapira standing before the Iraqi MiG-21 that was brought to Israel as 
part of an elaborate Mossad intelligence operation.  Remarked with IAF roundels, the MiG was exten-
sively flight tested.  Photo Credit:  IAF 

Israeli test pilot Col. Danny Shapira standing before the Iraqi MiG-21 that was brought to Israel as 
part of an elaborate Mossad intelligence operation. Remarked with IAF roundels, the MiG was exten-
sively flight tested. Photo Credit: IAF 

 

One More Bit of Aviation Trivia 

Capt. Mahmoud Hilmi Abbas Hilmi’s defection to Israel is not the only one to have taken place in 
history, though it was the first.  In 1966, an Iraqi pilot, Capt. Munir Radfa, also defected, this time on 
board a Soviet-made MiG-21 jet fighter.  Capt. Radfa's defection had been carefully planned after he 
had spent four years covertly working with Israel’s Mossad intelligence agency reporting on the Iraqi 
Air Force’s build-up and modernization programs.  The Mossad’s final goal with Capt. Radfa was to 
have him fly a MiG-21 to Israel where it could be evaluated by the IAF (and subsequently by the USAF 
as well). 
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In addition, on August 12, 1968, two MiG-17s of the Syrian Air Force accidentally landed and were 
captured at Betzet Air Base in Israel.  After that, the next MiG to fall into IAF hands came in 1989, 
when a Syrian pilot, Major Bassam Adel, flew his MiG-23 across the northern border to defect, doing 
so at 50 feet of altitude at 1,000 mph.  Like Capt. Abbas, he survived the journey.  His MiG-23 was 
test flown in Israel by the USAF before ending up in the IAF Museum at Hatzerim AB. 
 
Quelle: https://fly.historicwings.com/2015/04/defection-to-israel/  

 

Während der Aufbereitung des Flugzeuges in 2024 kam eine versteckte Klappe im unteren Rumpfteil 
zum Vorschein, die vom Pilotensitz aus mit einem versteckten Hebel gesteuert werden konnte. Es 
handelt sich dabei um eine Abdeckung für eine versteckte Kamera. Der Gedanke liegt somit nahe, 
dass Spionage im Spiel war. 
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4 Technische Daten 
• Typ: Yakovlev Yak-11 (C.11) 
• Seriennummer: 171101 
• Kennzeichen: D-FMAX 
• Spannweite: 940 cm 
• Länge: 850 cm 
• Höhe: 323cm 
• Flügelfläche: 15.40 m2 
• Leergewicht: 1'800kg 
• Startgewicht: max. 2'480kg 
• Max.-Speed: 475 km/h 
• Travel Speed: 350 km/h 
• Landing Speed: 125 km/h 
• Startstrecke: ca. 365m 
• Landestrecke: 500m 
• Gipfelhöhe: 7.500m 
• Reichweite (ohne external Stores): 1'300 km 
• Motor: 7-Zylinder Sternmotor Shvezov ASh-21, 700PS bei 2300 U/min, Seriennummer: 

215029 
• Propeller: VIS, V-111B-20 
• Avionic: State-of-the-art, Garmin 
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5 D-FMAX – einfach einzigartig 
 

Was macht die D-FMAX so einzigartig? 

 

 

Original & Matching Numbers 

Fast alle Yak-11, die es auf dem Markt gibt / gab, sind entweder Replika oder sind "zusammenge-
würfelt", d.h. sie bestehen aus Teilen verschiedener Flugzeuge. 

Die D-FMAX hingegen ist komplett original! Alle mit Serien-Nr. gestempelten Teile haben die gleiche 
Nummer! Und die D-FMAX ist flugfähig – einsteigen und losfliegen. 

 

 

Unglaubliche Geschichte 

 

 

Perfekte Restauration 

Die MeierMotors GmbH gilt als eine der bekanntesten und besten Warbird-Werften der Welt. Es wird 
grösster Wert daraufgelegt, so wenig wie möglich vom Originalzustand zu verändern und gleichzeitig 

die Sicherheit zu gewährleisten. 

Die D-FMAX wurde nie wirklich "restauriert". Das Flugzeug wurde - wie ein wertvoller Picasso – le-
diglich mit grösster Sorgfalt aufbereitet, nicht mehr und nicht weniger. Alle Teile sind heute noch 
original. Sämtliche Aluminium-Bleche, zum Beispiel, wurden abgebeizt, glanzpoliert und ggf. la-
ckiert, aber nie ersetzt. Der Original-Zustand des Flugzeuges blieb bis heute komplett erhalten! 

mailto:info@baerlis.ch
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